
 

 

 

 

Happy New Year!   I am very pleased to say that the  

WAVE Foundation is looking forward to 2013 with great 

anticipation – it’s going to be an exiting year.   Coming  

soon, look for the re-launch of the all-new WAVE Foundation website.    You’ll find updated 

news and information, classroom schedules and news about summer camp, outreaches and 

overnights…you’ll learn all about the conservation projects we’re working on and follow our 

conservation blog…be the first to know about upcoming special events and volunteer 

opportunities.     

 

The WAVE Board of Directors is preparing for a Strategic Planning Retreat to revisit the 3-Year 

Strategic Plan put in place for the organization through 2014.   WAVE has made a number of 

positive strides in our organizational development and we will share some highlights of our 

2013 goals in an upcoming issue.   

 

WAVE’s Finstitute, our educational programs comprised of a variety of “learning adventures,” 

have been completely reinvigorated this year to provide a more engaging experience for 

students to take advantage of the exhibits and animals within the Newport Aquarium.   In 

November, we welcomed WAVE’s newest staff member, Education Program Manager Dan 

Dunlap, who has already hit the ground running and doing great things!  (Look for a profile on 

Dan on page 3).  Alle Foster was promoted to a newly created position, Conservation Program 

Manager, from her former role as Education Coordinator.   Alle will be the first staff member 

specifically dedicated to furthering WAVE’s conservation initiatives – you’ll be hearing a lot 

from Alle on the projects we are working on and how you can help. 

 

Finally, the Volunteer Program continues to thrive and grow.  We hit a landmark 500 

volunteers in 2012, which is truly amazing!   Many thanks to all of the hard-working and 

dedicated individuals who contribute to WAVE’s mission in so many ways. 

 

I firmly believe that 2013 is going to be WAVE’s best year EVER!   I am looking forward to 

sharing our journey with you. 

 

    Sincerely, 

 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 

From the Director’s Desk 
   Executive director , kathy mcdonald 
     kmcdonald@wavefoundation.org 
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Upcoming events:  Save the date 

Help wave “Bleed for a Cause!”   This competition will 

reward the top three charities with direct financial 

support up to $10,000!!   Charities receive points when 

donors register to give blood in the name of the 

charity. To score points for a charity, donors must 

mention the charity during the registration process 

prior to donating blood. Think “No Say = No Pay!” 

Points are earned for recruiting blood donors and for 

the type of blood donation made.   To learn more Go 

to www.hoxworth.org or to wave’s facebook page! 

 

 

Entire month of february 

 

Saturday, May 11th 

 

Calling all golfers!!  Join us for our 3
rd

 annual “Putt for 
Penguins” golf outing to support penguin conservation 

around the world.  This year’s event will take place at Boone 
County Links in Florence, KY and is guaranteed to be a great 

time!   (You might just even see Paula the Penguin riding 
around on a golf cart)! 

Saturday, June 15th  

 Riversweep 2013:  Help WAVE clean up the banks of Ohio River!  Since 2000, the Newport Aquarium and 

WAVE Foundation have sponsored a group of employees and volunteers who donate time to keeping the 

entire length of the Ohio River clean and the river system healthy.   Come help us clean the banks of the 

Ohio River from the Purple People Bridge to the mouth of the Licking River in Newport, KY.   To sign up for 

Riversweep or to find out more, contact Alle Foster at afoster@wavefoundation.org or call 859-815-1422. 
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The Conservation Fund approved a grant to support sea turtle conservation efforts in North 

Carolina by providing funding for night vision goggles so their volunteers and staff members can 

actively watch the sea turtle nests at night without the disturbing effects of flashlights. These 

goggles could also be great educational tools for vacationers/visitors who come and watch the 

turtle sites at night. 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON:    Dan Dunlap 
 

A warm welcome to WAVE’s new Education Program Manager, Dan Dunlap! Dan is a great 

addition to the team and offers a lot of great experiences that will really foster WAVE’s 

growth with Education Programs and Curriculum. 

 

Before joining the WAVE Foundation team, Dan was a Teacher at Shriner’s Hospital in 

Cincinnati, Ohio for over eight years.  Dan is also a High School Golf Coach at Moeller High 

School, which means he will have a lot to do with our Annual Putt for Penguins fundraiser in 

the spring!   In his free time, Dan enjoys playing golf, and spending time with his wife and his 

20 month old daughter Avery. Also included in his family are a Black Lab, a Jack Russell 

Terrier and a large collection of saltwater fish (so he will fit right in at the Aquarium)! 

 

We are very excited to have Dan join our team and you’ll be hearing more about Education in 

upcoming issues.   

Conservation update 

 

We  also approved funding to support a comprehensive Shark Ray breeding and hormone 

analysis. Only a few institutions in the world have these amazing animals in captivity, and very 

little is known about them. The Newport Aquarium is known for their Shark Ray Breeding 

Program, and they are hoping to gather more crucial data with funding from the Conservation 

Committee. The Vet Staff at the Newport Aquarium will be collecting blood samples from Shark 

Rays at other institutions to compare data to pinpoint the animal’s estrous cycle, which is 

extremely important information concerning breeding. 

 

 

         In September 2012, WAVE launched a fun, fantastic new class experience for students  

          visiting Newport Aquarium called the “Student Discovery Backpack.”  This “Learning   

          Adventure” includes a self-guided exploration of the Aquarium where students are  

          given a backpack filled with tools  and supplies that will help them discover a secret  

          animal that is hidden in a lockbox in their backpack. Students must use observation  

          and critical thinking skills to answer questions about “their” animal, and discover the  

          code that will unlock the secret to see if they guessed right!    Feedback from students  

          and teachers has been overwhelmingly positive and we’re working on developing  

          other new Outreach and Education initiatives to take WAVE Education to a whole new 

          level (whether at a formal classroom experience, summer camp or just visiting the  

          Aquarium).   Additionally, we are developing new curriculum and activities for the  

          Overnight  Adventure, which is offered year-round and offers kids the chance to spend  

the night at the Aquarium for a special educational experience they can’t find anywhere else!    

 
 

 

Finstitute education “learning adventures” 
 

WAVE’s Outreach program spent a lot of time out in the community in 2012 promoting education and conservation.      

 

“Wave on wheels” Outreach programs 

Alle Foster and Paula the Penguin 
engage children at the Spina Bifida 

Coalition of Cincinnati Holiday Party. 

We offer a variety of animal outreach programs that allow us to take some of our 
animal ambassadors off grounds to schools, churches, corporate events and just 
about anything you can think of!    Whether you are interested in learning more 
about conservation or are just interested in a meeting a snake, we can bring a 
world of wonder and excitement to your group.    
 
Outreach programs offer programs with animals and without, depending on your 
needs, interests and age groups.     
 
More information about booking one of these experiences, and the program 
costs, can be found on our website at www.wavefoundation.org. 

 
 
 

Calling all Teen Volunteers! 
Summer Naturalist positions are 

open to teens aged 14-17 and must 
be willing to commit to 100  hours 
between Memorial Day and Labor 

Day to qualify for this exciting 
opportunity.  

 

 
 
 

The WAVE Foundation receives numerous grant proposals and requests each year to support a variety of 
conservation projects and initiatives.   Following are two of our recently approved projects:  

SANCCOB is the South African Foundation for the Conservation of Coastal Birds; a 

rescue and rehabilitation facility for African penguins and other sea birds in Cape Town, 

South Africa. As the mandated government rehabilitation authority in South Africa, 

SANCCOB protects and treats seabirds affected by major and chronic oil pollution, and 

shares its specialist skills with the international community, such as providing services 

in Africa, the Indian Ocean region, and the Sub-Antarctic.   They have treated more than 

90,000 oiled, ill, injured or abandoned African penguins and other threatened seabirds 

since being established in 1968.  Independent research confirms that the wild African 

population is 19% higher directly due to SANCCOB’s efforts .   
 

SANCCOB works with numerous conservation-minded local and international partners 

and promotes projects which contribute toward the conservation and protection of 

Southern Africa´s seabirds, especially threatened species such as the African penguin. 

As project administrators we facilitate the funding of projects which are in line with the 

Biodiversity Management Plan for the African penguin, and which carry the approval of 

the South African government and mandated authorities.    
 

Your purchase of penguin art and private penguin encounters go directly to help 

support penguin conservation initiatives like these with our partner, SANCCOB and 

other organizations. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The Newport Aquarium and the WAVE Foundation at the Newport Aquarium are dedicated 
supporters of SANCCOB and all of their wonderful work rescuing and rehabilitating African 
Penguins and other seabirds in South Africa. A percentage of the ticket from Penguin Encounters 
goes to Penguin Conservation. The WAVE Foundation distributes monies accordingly and a portion 
goes to SANCCOB. 

 

PARTNER PROFILE:   
 

SANCCOB is an internationally recognized leader 
in oiled wildlife response, rehabilitation and 
chick-rearing; contributes to research which 

benefits seabirds; trains people to care for the 
birds and educates the public to appreciate 

this unique heritage. 

 

 

 

Come paint with the Newport 

Aquarium’s penguin artists!  Our 

little Picassos absolutely love to 

“pitter patter splatter” colorful 

works of art  to help raise money for 

WAVE’s penguin conservation 

initiatives!   Schedule your private 

penguin painting party to help 

create your own one-of-a-kind 

masterpiece....or to purchase one 

without the party visit our online 

store at www.wavefoundation.org. 

 
 

Pitter patter 
splatter art! 

Call Jenny Greber for more information at  
859-815-1441 or complete an online application at 

www.wavefoundation.org 
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