
 

 

 

 

“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time;  
They just have the heart.” – Elizabeth Andrew 
 

This quote from Elizabeth Andrew pretty much “sums it up” about our incredible corps of 

WAVE volunteers.  Passionate in their pursuit to further WAVE’s mission, these dedicated 

individuals perform a variety of duties:  they  feed sharks, clean tanks, speak with guests 

about exhibits, take care of animals, teach outreach classes, plan and work special events, 

clean up the Ohio River Banks, perform administrative and clerical functions, and yes, 

even serve on the WAVE Board of Directors who are all volunteers, too! 

 

Each April, we celebrate all that our volunteers do for the Newport Aquarium and the 

WAVE Foundation by honoring them with our Annual Volunteer Appreciation Event to 

coincide with National Volunteer Week.   All deserving individuals, they have gone above 

and beyond the “call of duty” and were recognized for their efforts…some of them even 

heroic.   In fact, this year’s Volunteer of the Year Award was presented to Andrew Tepe, 

who is a prime example of going above and beyond! 

 

Andrew Tepe joined our Aquarium family in July and was honored as our Volunteer of the  

Year for his quick, decisive action during a shark bite drill.  When the drill began, fellow 

volunteer diver, Lisa Haynes-Henry, surfaced screaming in the shark tank (and playing her  

role to the hilt, no less!).   Andrew ran to the shark tank and without hesitation jumped  

fully-clothed (and cell phone in his pocket) into the water to help.  Having never been in  

the shark tank and under the assumption  that a diver had actually been bitten by a shark, 

Andrew pulled Lisa to safety.  He was fast and focused as the team of Aquarium staff and 

volunteers all worked together to get Lisa out onto dry land.  When the drill was called and 

everybody was coming down from the excitement, Andrew pulled his cell phone out of his 

soaking wet pocket and said, "I'm glad I spent the extra money on the waterproof case!"  

Heaven forbid an accident like this would ever really happen, but if it did, I'd definitely 

want Andrew Tepe to be there!   

 

This clear illustration of heart, determination and passion is something that we have come to to 

to expect (but never take for granted) from the outstanding individuals who give so richly  

of their time, energy and commitment to the mission to excite, educate and engage others  

about the welfare of aquatic life.    To Andrew, thank you for all you do…and to all of  

our volunteers, I am grateful and deeply humbled by your contributions.  

 

 

 

    Sincerely, 

 
 
 
               
 
 
 

From the Director’s Desk 
   Executive Director, kathy mcdonald 
     kmcdonald@wavefoundation.org 
 

2012 WAVE foundation 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR:    

Andrew Tepe 
 

 
 

Congratulations, Andrew!! 
 

The other nominees for the  
2012 Volunteer of the Year were: 

 
Rachel Neumann 

John and Michelle Klear 
Emily Armstrong 

David King III 
Payton Jones 

Jon Heidenreich 
Larry Flinner 
Gabe Ibanez 

Tom Simpkins 
 

Congratulations to all of you! 
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Upcoming events 

 

It’s back!  The most-talked about 

party in town is now in its 8
th

 

awesome year.  You and over 600 

guests will enjoy food and beverage 

from the city’s best restaurants and 

drink makers, shop an incredible 

silent auction, dance to live music 

and have a great time!      

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 4th  
 

Saturday, June 15th  
 

Riversweep 2013:   
 
Come help us clean the banks of the 

Ohio River from the Purple People 

Bridge to the mouth of the Licking 

River in Newport, KY.   To sign up for 

Riversweep or to find out more, 

contact Alle Foster at 

afoster@wavefoundation.org or call 

859-815-1422. 
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Visit our events page at www.wavefoundation.org/events/ to learn more about all of our upcoming events! 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

mailto:kmcdonald@wavefoundation.org
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A “Fintastic” Experience for Kids, the WAVE Foundation is once again offering our 
awesome week long day “Camp WAVE” experience for children ages 6-13. The 
Finstitute Summer Camp promises to be a fun and educational adventure for your 
child. This is the only camp around where campers can have fun touching sharks 
and penguins, exploring the Ohio River, making crafts and playing games all while 
discovering the wonders of the natural world and making new friends. 

Partying with Penguins!   June 10th-14th  

Sports of All Sorts! - June 17th-21st  

Shark Week! - June 24th-28th  

Scales and Tails! - July 8th-12th 

Partying with Penguins! - July 22nd-26th 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SPOTLIGHT ON:           Jen corman 
 

 

A warm welcome to WAVE’s new Overnight Adventure Supervisor, Jen Corman!   Jen’s job is to 

oversee the successful execution of the Overnight Adventure Program and to manage some 20 

Overnight Counselors as they create wonderful memories for our guests when they spend the night 

at the Newport Aquarium.   Jen went to Miami University and received her Bachelor’s Degree in 

Zoology and Environmental Science.  She holds a 4-year Teaching License in Life Sciences for grades 4-

12.  Jen has worked in a science lab, as a teacher, and is also currently an Animal Experience Specialist 

at the Newport Aquarium.    In her spare time she enjoys hiking, running, biking, being outside, 

painting, traveling, theater and music.   

 

“My job brings me tons of joy and I am so lucky to work with both animals and people,” she says of 

her experience here.   We are excited to have her join the WAVE team. 

 

Camp wave is back! 
A career choice is one of the most important decisions you can make 

in your life and therefore you want to know as much as possible 

about the career before you get started.   Lead by Education 

Program Manager Dan Dunlap (pictured at left), WAVE’s Job Shadow 

Program will allow you to experience what it’s like to work at a world 

class facility like the Newport Aquarium.   

 

Who can apply?  Job shadows are open to students in Grades 

4-Adult.  Space is limited and slots are filled on a first come, first 

served basis.  A maximum number of 5 students can job shadow per 

date.   

 

What will you experience?  Participants will receive: 

 

Finstitute education “ Job shadow program” 

Welcome, summer naturalists! 

The Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation Commission (ORSANCO), was established on 

June 30, 1948 to control and abate pollution in the Ohio River Basin. ORSANCO 

operates programs to improve water quality in the Ohio River and its tributaries, 

including: setting waste water discharge standards; performing biological 

assessments; monitoring for the chemical and physical properties of the waterways; 

and conducting special surveys and studies. ORSANCO also coordinates emergency 

response activities for spills or accidental discharges to the river, and promotes public 

participation in programs, such as the Ohio River Sweep and the RiverWatchers 

Volunteer Monitoring Program. 

Since 2000, WAVE Foundation has worked with ORSANCO in June each year at 

Riversweep by recruiting a group of employees and volunteers who donate time to 

keeping the entire length of the Ohio River clean and the river system itself healthy.  

WAVE volunteers help clean the banks of the Ohio River from the Purple People 

Bridge to the mouth of the Licking River in Newport, Kentucky.   

 

For more information about Riversweep, which will be Saturday, June 16, visit our 

website at www.wavefoundation.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
ORSANCO and the WAVE Foundation at the Newport Aquarium are dedicated supporters of 
education about the ohio river and education area children. 

PARTNER PROFILE:   
 

 

  

On Sunday, April 14
th

 we kicked off the “Summer Naturalist Season” with our 
annual Pizza Party for WAVE’s teen volunteers, featuring a special guest 
appearance by Paula the Penguin.  The 75 teens (ages 14-17) who were 
selected to work as Summer Naturalists and Day Captains this summer at the 
Newport Aquarium attended the luncheon to finalize their many hours of 
intensive training they completed in order to be fully prepared for their 
positions.  Training includes learning about our animals and exhibits to 
educate and enhance our guests’ experience at the Aquarium.  Participants 
will work a minimum of 100 hours between now and Labor Day weekend, 
when the position will end. 
 
 
 
 

summer naturalists are trained at each exhibit to 
help showcase their area:  here a small group  

learns about invertebrate and tide pool animals 

 

 Tour of the Aquarium, including a Behind the Scenes tour of how the Aquarium operates 
 Career Talk, which includes work on interview skills and public speaking 
 An exotic animal encounter in our Program Animal Room 
 Visit with a biologist or zoologist 
 Prepare, plan and feed an animal 
 Conduct a water test of a marine tank 
 Information packet on: marine biology, colleges, interview preparation, test taking and career choices 
 
Job Shadows take place on the last Wednesday of every month from 3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  or on the last 
Friday of every month from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  We can only accommodate Job Shadows during these two 
time periods per month.   
 
To learn more about program costs and how to apply, please visit the WAVE Foundation website or call 
Education Program Manager, Dan Dunlap at 859-815-1442. 

ORSANCO is an interstate commission 
representing eight states and the federal 

government. Member states include: Illinois, 
Indiana, Kentucky, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, and West Virginia. 

 
 

To find out more information or to register for summer camp, visit www.wavefoundation.org/education/summer-camp/ 
 

http://www.wavefoundation.org/

