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WAVE Foundation Riverbank Learning Garden Dedicated
Newport, Ky. – A giant cottonwood tree located on Newport Festival Park along the Ohio Riverbank was dedicated on May 23 on behalf of the Newport Aquarium’s nonprofit WAVE Foundation and the entire community. 
Last summer, with the support of Newport officials, the WAVE Foundation created a proposal to preserve the cottonwood tree, highlight its importance and create an outdoor classroom. The collaborative efforts of Human Nature Land Planning and Design, the NKU Center for Applied Ecology and the WAVE Foundation, have resulted in an education and recreation area created by restoring native plants and wildlife on the riverbank. 
This area, surrounded by native species gardens and decorative walking paths, has been named the WAVE Foundation Riverbank Learning Garden. The area’s renovation will be completed and open to the public in mid-May.

“We hope that visitors will enjoy strolling through the park-like setting. Even more importantly, we want the location to engage visitors about the history of the waterfront, the role of native plants and animals in the river’s ecosystem, and the importance of preserving the cottonwood tree,” said Katharene Snavely, Donor and Corporate Development Director for WAVE. 

The tree project has a multifunctional design so the area can be available and utilized year-round by the WAVE Foundation, the Newport Aquarium and the community. WAVE will use the outdoor classroom setting to discuss water quality, native species conservation and other educational topics. Guests to the area would be drawn to the serene space while enjoying a relaxing atmosphere perfect for socializing, reading or just taking a break from their day. 

This effort was funded by the Dornette Foundation, Stan Koller and Fifth Third Bank, Co-Trustees. Through continued collaboration between the WAVE Foundation and the City of Newport, additional riverbank projects are being developed.
Why is this tree a treasure?

A professional assessment of the tree determined its age to be approximately 80 to 100 years old. Historic photos show the tree had a significant canopy in 1938, which tells us it weathered the devastation of the 1937 flood when the river crested 24 feet into its branches.  The tree has survived many natural disasters and urban development including the construction of Newport on the Levee and new pavement for festival space. Thankfully, Newport officials would not allow this historic, natural landmark to be destroyed.

Despite the unfavorable man-made challenges, the tree continues to thrive, helping to stabilize the eroding riverbank, provide enrichment for soil and create shade and habitat for native plants and animals.  
- more -

The WAVE Foundation, designated as a 501(c) 3 organization, is the independent, educational branch of the Newport Aquarium, which was created to further efforts to educate the community about marine life and the conservation of natural resources and habitats. The WAVE acronym stands for Welfare of Aquatic Animals and Natural Resources, Advocate for Conservation, Volunteer Pursuits and Educational Opportunities.
Newport Aquarium is a water wonderland with thousands of aquatic creatures in breathtaking exhibits. Visitors encounter the world's most dangerous, bizarre and beautiful animals, including the enormously popular “Sweet Pea,” one of the only shark rays in the world. Named the No. 1 aquarium in the Midwest in the Zagat Survey’s U.S. Family Travel Guide in 2004, this state-of-the-art facility is open to the public 365 days a year. Like its sister aquarium, Adventure Aquarium, on the Camden Waterfront, Camden, NJ, Newport Aquarium is an accredited member of the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA), a leader in global wildlife conservation. Located only two minutes from downtown Cincinnati at Newport on the Levee. For more information, visit newportaquarium.com or call 859-261-7444.
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