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Toyota Donates $50K to
WAVE Foundation for NavOps program

Newport, Ky. – Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing North America, Inc. (TMEMNA) presented a check for $50,000 to Newport Aquarium’s nonprofit arm, the WAVE Foundation, in support of the NavOps portion of the National Submarine Science Discovery Center (NSSDC). 

On April 17, 2006, Kevin Butt, General Manager of Environmental Affairs for TMEMNA, presented a check while sharing the tank with nearly a dozen different sharks, stingrays, a shark ray and a loggerhead sea turtle. Julie Uffman, Aquarium Education Curator, will accept the check in the Newport Aquarium’s 385K-gallon exhibit, Surrounded by Sharks, on behalf of WAVE. 
Cyndi Etsler, NavOps Education Director, and Katharene Snavely, WAVE’s Donor and Corporate Development Director, were on hand on the “dry side” to facilitate the event, which hosts over 700 TMEMNA employees throughout the Aquarium.

The $50,000 donation will be used to subsidize Aquatic Adventures, the life science portion of the NavOps Deep Submergence™ program that includes aquariums in the classrooms and visits to the Newport Aquarium and the Ohio River Biology Station (Thomas More College). This year, fifth grade classes from eight schools participated in the NavOps Aquatic Adventures program. Due to its success in 2005, the number of participants has doubled to over 500 students. 
The program aims to provide students with a deep conceptual understanding of the dependence of all living organisms in water. The program also provides students with a collaborative relationship with working scientists who will model the exciting, challenging world of work to students who are on the verge of making choices about their own future.
Newport Aquarium showcases thousands of animals from around the world in a million gallons of water, including the enormously popular “Sweet Pea,” one of the only shark rays in the world. Named the No. 1 aquarium in the Midwest in the Zagat Survey’s U.S. Family Travel Guide in 2004, this state-of-the-art facility is open to the public 365 days a year. Like its sister aquarium, Adventure Aquarium, on the Camden Waterfront, Camden, NJ, Newport Aquarium is an accredited member of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA), a leader in global wildlife conservation. Located only two minutes from downtown Cincinnati at Newport on the Levee. For more information, visit newportaquarium.com or call 859-261-7444.

- more -

The WAVE Foundation, designated as a 501(c) 3 organization, is the independent, educational branch of the Newport Aquarium, which was created to further efforts to educate the community about marine life and the conservation of natural resources and habitats. The WAVE acronym stands for 

Welfare of Aquatic Animals and Natural Resources, Advocate for Conservation, Volunteer Pursuits and

Educational Opportunities.
NSSDC has made a significant contribution to the tri-state area with a broad scope of outreach and informal educational programs for all ages. The lead program for local schools since 2004 is NavOps Deep Submergence™, a 9-month curriculum for the fifth grade in math and science developed by The School of Education, Purdue University Calumet. This program has been highly successful in Gary, Indiana for the past 7 years. It is a critical starting point since students not having a positive science experience by the fifth grade, rarely, if ever, take another science course in their educational careers. 
Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing North America, Inc. (TMEMNA) 

Toyota has the capacity to build 1.66 million cars and trucks a year and 1.44 million engines in North America. Toyota currently employs over 37,000 people throughout North America. The company's direct investment is over $16.6 billion with annual parts, materials, goods and services purchased from North American suppliers totaling over $25 billion. Toyota's North American-produced vehicles include the Avalon, Camry, Corolla, Matrix, Sienna, Solara, Sequoia, Tacoma, Tundra, and the Lexus RX 330.
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