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Newport Aquarium names NSSDC’s
Etsler to the WAVE Foundation Board
Newport, Ky. – The Newport Aquarium has welcomed Cyndi Etsler as the newest board member of its nonprofit arm, the WAVE Foundation. Constituted in 1999, the WAVE Board is comprised of an impressive array of community leaders and educators who advocate local, national and global efforts to strengthen awareness of aquatic conservation and education. 

As National Submarine Science Discovery Center (NSSDC) Education Director, Etsler has worked with the Newport Aquarium on the Aquatic Adventures program, which teaches students about the dependence of all living things on water, in addition to several other WAVE Foundation educational projects. On board with NSSDC since 2004, Etsler also leads NavOps Deep Submergence™, which focuses on the physical science concepts related to the operation of a research submarine. 

Etsler helped the school system in Gary, Ind., create a highly successful submarine simulator program while she was a clinical assistant professor for Purdue University Calumet from 2000 – 2004. Prior to that work, she taught middle and elementary school in various subjects. With more than 30 years of teaching experience, she has provided science curriculum, professional development and training in Indiana, Missouri, Minnesota, Michigan and Illinois.

Etsler received her M.A. in Teaching of Reading at Eastern Michigan University in 1975. She received her B.S. in Elementary Education in 1971 and her A.A. in Elementary Education from Jackson Community College in 1969. In the community, Etsler is active in the National Science Teachers Association, International Reading Association and Kentucky Science Teachers Association. She resides in Pierce Township.
National Submarine Science Discovery Center, a Newport-based nonprofit organization focuses on the need for higher quality math and science education. NavOps Deep Submergence curriculum has begun with many tri-state schools. The program aims to provide students with a deep conceptual understanding of the dependence of all living organisms on water. The program also provides students with a collaborative relationship with working scientists who will model the exciting, challenging world of work to students who are on the verge of making choices about their own future. 
The WAVE Foundation, designated as a 501(c)3 organization, is the independent, educational branch of the Newport Aquarium, which was created to further efforts to educate the community about marine life and the conservation of natural resources and habitats. The WAVE acronym stands for Welfare of Aquatic Animals and Natural Resources, Advocate for Conservation, Volunteer Pursuits and

Educational Opportunities.

Newport Aquarium showcases thousands of animals from around the world in a million gallons of water, including the enormously popular “Sweet Pea,” one of the only shark rays in the world. Named the No. 1 aquarium in the Midwest in the Zagat Survey’s U.S. Family Travel Guide in 2004, this state-of-the-art facility is open to the public 365 days a year. Like its sister aquarium, Adventure Aquarium, on the Camden Waterfront, Camden, NJ, Newport Aquarium is an accredited member of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA), a leader in global wildlife conservation. Located only two minutes from downtown Cincinnati at Newport on the Levee. For more information, visit newportaquarium.com or call 859-261-7444.
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